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Muerte de todos ofrenda de participación
Death Comes to Everyone: A Participatory Offering
An installation by Eloy Tarcisio

Escondido, Ca. — In 1995, Eloy Tarcisio, an internationally acclaimed artist from Mexico City, created Muerte de todos ofrenda de participación/Death Comes to Everyone: A Participatory Offering, a site - specific installation in the Sculpture Court of the Museum, California Center for the Arts, Escondido. Since its inaugural exhibition in 1995, Muerte de todos ofrenda de participación has become one of The Center's most celebrated annual events, due to its rich cultural history and community involvement. This year, the installation by Tarcisio will be on view in the Sculpture Court from November 2 through November 28, 1999.

While deeply rooted in the Mexican traditions of Dia de Muertos/Day of the Dead, Tarcisio has created a beautiful and deeply meaningful installation which allows for people of diverse cultural backgrounds to reflect on life and death. The installation consists of more than one hundred wooden crosses, clay bowls —filled with grains, beans, and other organic materials that are symbolic of Mexico's pre-Hispanic past— and votive candles, which viewers are invited to light.

Day of the Dead, observed in Mexico on November 1st and 2nd, is a time when family members honor those who have died by decorating altars with offerings of food and personal mementos. In this same manner, Tarcisio has encouraged Museum visitors to participate in the installation, each year, by making an offering and leaving personal objects in memory of loved ones-objects such as photographs, mementos, skeletons, and flowers. This community interaction is intrinsic to the work, providing both spiritual and artistic completion. In 1997, Muerte de todos ofrenda de participación was generously donated to the Museum's Permanent Collection by Eileen Appleby, providing the opportunity to share this important work with the public each year.

Eloy Tarcisio was born in Mexico City in 1955. From 1973 to 1977 he studied art at "La Esmeralda" the National School of Painting and Sculpture in Mexico City. He participated in the foundation of the Center for Investigation and Experimentation in the Plastic Arts of the National Institute for Fine arts where he was in charge of the drawing program.

Tarcisio has received several awards and grants for projects in Mexico City and has had numerous solo exhibitions, including "Nuevas tendencias" in 1978 at the Museum of Modern Art in Mexico City, "Muerte Sin Fin" (1986), shown in Yugoslavia, and his most recent "Conflicto de tiempo" in 1988 at the José Luis Cuevas Museum in Mexico City. Tarcisio has been included in group exhibitions throughout Mexico, Europe, and the United States.

The underlying motives in the work of Eloy Tarcisio are to move into the past Mexico's traditions, myths, and legends, and to incorporate them in the present. Much of Tarciso's work references death and the continual regeneration which becomes the cycle of life. Thus, the materials with which Tarcisio often works —corn, beans, cactus, and flowers— are ephemeral, symbolizing death, beauty, impermanence, and the transience of life.

Tarcisio's work reflects the cultural and historical idiosyncrasies of Mexico. His themes are images which mix concept and form, texture with color, present with past, and exterior Mexico with the Mexican psyche. For Eloy Tarcisio, the weight of the past is felt in the subconscious, which sometimes creeps to the surface to gently show its secrets, its triumphs, its complexity, its simplicity, and its tragedy.

Muerte de todos ofrenda de participation Community Reception
Monday, November 1, 1999, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Join us for the opening reception of Muerte de todos ofrenda de participación in the Museum Sculpture Court. The reception, which is held each year a part of The Center's observance of Día de Muertos/Day of Dead, will feature traditional; beverages, breads, candies, entertainment, and Mexican crafts. For this year's opening reception, Tarcisio will construct an altar of wooden twigs covered with orange marigolds, the traditional flower of Día de Muertos. The alter design is based on indigenous, pre-Hispanic tombs found in Michoacan, a province in Mexico, and will be an integral component of the table with food from which the public is invited to eat. The artist will be present to meet with Museum visitors and to answer questions about his work. The reception is free of charge.

Día de Muertos/Day of the Dead Family Workshop
Sunday, November 7, 1999, Noon - 2:00 p.m.
Explore the Mexican celebration of life and death and create a traditional work of art such as masks, puppets, or colorful tinware based on the Day of the Dead. Families will be treated to pan dulce (Mexican sweet bread). Space is limited, so please call (760) 839-4119 for reservations. Member admission: $5.00 Adults, $2.00 Children. Non-Member Admission: $6:00 Adults. $3.00 Children

Location: Museum, California Center for the Arts, Escondido, 340 N. Escondido Blvd., Escondido, California 92025.
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